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to the familiar, devils of early Christian times, 'who are
said to have had a peculiar attachment for women with fine
tresses.

Thus the frightful cruelties inflicted on witches by the wild
tribes of Central India are prompted by the conviction that
the power which is causing some exasperating calamity lies in
the witch himself, and proceeds out of that human creature,
not out of any fetich or intangible demon. And as the evil is
not from a god, therefore they use holy gear to extirpate it:
but the idea of vindicating the insulted majesty of deities is as
yet far off, for the witch is simply a mischievous animal whom,
you knock on the head as you would a tiger, whenever you
have hunted him down. 3STor is sorcery yet regarded in the
light of treason, for though the votaries of the gods are indeed
its ill wishers, yet this is mainly because they have to account for
the prevalence of sore afflictions, and for the incompetence of
their gods to apply cure after due supplication. It is therefore
convenient to resolve such problems by reference to witchcraft,
when all that the gods need do is to disown the accused, or to
lend a hand in detecting him ; for which objects and reasons
the ordeals have been instituted. Sorcery is at this stage not
so much an illicit irreligious trade as a wily and sinister art
whereby honest .men are plagued; being thus esteemed veiy
much as law and lawyer are received by the unlearned vulgar
in England and elsewhere. This is, however, its malevolent
and uncanny form; on its brighter side witchcraft embodies
the primitive mysteries of the art of healing, combining spells
with quack medicines, the spell being what the patient mainly
relies on. And as the aboriginal Indian patient expects the
incantation to have a precise immediate 'effect, like a strong
drug,, so we may perceive the same conception inverted still
moving among the peasantry of England, who, talk of a dose
acting " like a charm," that is, in a novel and unaccountable
manner, wMle the Indian employs a charm to act- like a dose.
Neither in England nor in India is. there yet any large class of
the population which has finally and firmly grasped the conclu-
sion that a dose will act by itself, and that it cannot be in the
least aided by any sort of charm or invocation whatsoever*